
In Workshops Three through Six, you have examined various theorist and their theories associated with learner development and the learning process. Know, however, that they represent just a few of the many theorist and theories that have contributed to our understanding of educational psychology. Review the table below for an overview of the various theories, their contributors, and the focus of each.
Major Approaches to Educational Psychology
	Theory
	Behavioristic
	Cognitive
	Psychoanalytic
	Humanistic
	Neurobiological

	Theorists
	· J.B. Watson
· B.F. Skinner
· I.P. Pavlov
· E.L. Thorndike
· E.R. Guthrie
· C. Hull
	· J. Piaget
· J.S. Bruner
· D. Ausubel
· M. Wertheimer
· W. Kohler
· K. Lewin
· E.C. Tolman
	· S. Freud
· C.G. Jung
· A. Adler
· E. Erikson
	· C. Rogers
· A. Maslow
· A.W. Combs
· W. Glasser
	· R. Cajal
· J. McConnell
· H. Hyden
· A. Flexner

	Main Focus
	Overt Behaviors and Stimulus-Response Conditioning
	Cognitive Process and Schema Development
	Unconscious Motivation and Libidinal Orientation
	Personalized Experiences and Self-Actualization
	Nervous System and Structure and Function of Brain


Why do we study theory? Theory is meant to address two questions:
· What do I want to do?
· How should I go about doing it?
These questions are why theory exists. Theory helps guide your teaching practice. Recall that “practice” represents all your implementations in the classroom related to environment, relationships, instruction, and assessment.
Let’s examine how theory can help guide the teaching of third-grade math (e.g., fractions):
· What do I want to do?
· I want to teach my third-graders (level of cognition) fractions
· How should I go about doing it?
· According to Piaget, they are approaching “concrete,” so I need to use specific manipulatives and model examples.
· According to Vygotsky, they learn best with peers, so I need to create learning groups with “knowledgeable others.”
Think back to developing as a diagnostic practitioner. Part of teaching is to understand who the learner is and how they learn best. Theory offers a means of researching how to best accomplish this.
Upon completion of this assignment, you should be able to:
· Evaluate various theories and the relationship to instructional strategies to promote the success of learners.
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Resources
· File: Comparative Theory Chart
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Background Information
In this activity, you will complete your comparative theory chart to be used as a comprehensive graphic organizer or table, listing all the theories we have discussed in Workshops Three through Six. You will provide a brief explanation of each theory, with its respective theorists, and include recommended strategies to address each theoretical application as a teacher.
If you’ve been working on the Comparative Theory Chart.docx template provided earlier in the course (Workshop 3.2), you’ve done most of the leg work. You may just need to refine it a little.
You will use this chart in the workshop activities to follow. You may also use it in future courses.
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Instructions
1. Review the materials in Workshops Three through Six, specifically in relation to various theories and theorists addressed.
2. Determine the various theorists examined during Workshops Three through Six.
3. Determine the various theoretical approaches covered in Workshops Three through Six.
4. Complete the Comparative Theory Chart.docx you've been working on since Workshop 3.2.
a. Should you need a blank template to work from, download the original https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YWTE4zuuHN8zskPs_YC7uZLSz2qSgDbfPS0J_d87-lw/edit?usp=sharing
5. Be sure your Comparative Theory Chart includes:
a. The ten main theorists introduced in Workshops Three through Six
i. Brief summary of the theorists (what is their key contribution/idea?)
b. The theories examined in relation to the theorists Workshops Three through Six
i. Brief overview/description of the theory (what is the main idea/concept of the theory?)
c. Possible strategies for teaching
i. Brief list of strategies that would support the specific theory (how does this strategy support the theory?)
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